[Variations in interleukin-2 and interleukin-6 due to surgical trauma in cancer patients].
Inflammatory response after surgical trauma, which is necessary for infection control and tissue repairing, can actually produce some cytokines suppressive of the antitumoral immunity response. In this study the authors evaluate pre- and post-operative IL-2 (antitumor response activator) and IL-6 (lymphocytic response inhibitor and tumor growth factor) levels in 26 cancer patients undergoing resective surgery. Analysis of the results showed a significative IL-6 increase and a tendency to IL-2 decrease in the post-operative period. It is thus confirmed, even on the basis of the cytokines, the meaningful immunosuppressive effect of the surgical trauma on neoplastic growth control.